
Big Surprises Found on 300B 

 

The conversion from a 2 speed to a 3 speed transmission was not exactly by the 

book.   

With the transmission still in the car the first clue something was amiss was the 

way the yolk came off the park brake drum.  I am so used to looking at newer 727 

transmissions that the shape of this transmission did not even register.  It was 

only when we went to separate the transmission from the motor that the 

magnitude of the work involved to make this transmission work in this car 

became apparent. 

The first thing I noticed on that day was that the starter was on the wrong side of 

the engine and that a chunk of the bell housing had been cut away to allow the 

starter to sit in deep enough to contact the toothed ring on the torque converter 

to allow the engine to tune over.  Also the right side of the oil pan was hammered 

in to make room for the starter.  A round adaptor was machined to fit the crank.  

Two of the 8 studs had been left out and the flange plate was bolted to the back 

side of this adaptor with 6 bolts.  The flange plate was then bolted to the torque 

converter with 4 bolts in the usual manner. A one inch thick spacer plate was 

manufactured by Art Carr enterprises.  It replaced the ¾ inch thick spacer plate 

that was originally there.  The new spacer was recessed ¾ of an inch where the 

starter was so the starter went in deep enough to engage the torque converter.  

The new spacer was bolted to the back of the block with counter sunk allen head 

screws and the transmission was bolted to it.  A long battery cable was run under 

the front of the engine and up to the battery on the left side of the engine 

compartment. 


